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Eyes Forward with John Nicholson

The evening of October 24th was a special night in
the history of Old Friends when nearly 150 people
joined us to celebrate a new partnership between Old
Friends and MyRacehorse.

This new relationship is a coming together of two of
the best things happening in the sport of Thorough-
bred racing. One is giving people everywhere a chance
to be a part of our sport by giving affordable access to
Thoroughbred ownership and participation. The other
is often the very face of Aftercare and leads the known
universe in giving comfortable sanctuary to the sport’s
retired athletes and giving everyone in the world a
chance to know these great horses personally.

At the heart of it, both Old Friends and MyRacehorse
serve to bring horses and people together. That's might-
ily important because, ultimately, it’s the average fan
who has a true devotion to the horse that has made
Thoroughbred racing the sport we love.

Photo © Laura Battles

In late 2024, a successful member of the MyRacehorsestable, Lane Way, retired to
Old Friends. Then in January, MyRacehorse Founder and CEO, Michael Behrens, and I
met at the Eclipse Awards, where we shared an enthusiastic conversation about the pos-
sibility of a more formal collaboration between our two organizations. And in April, we
were thrilled to host Michael at our Georgetown, KY farm, where he enthusiastically
reunited with Lane Way.

In just the first few minutes of his visit, Michael clearly saw and articulated the syner-
gy between Old Friends and MyRacehorse. We decided to inconspicuously join one of
our tours, where Michael got the full experience, including an appearance and greeting
by Old Friends Founder, Michael Blowen. He soon turned to me and said, “John, the
people here on this tour are more MyRacehorse people than the people in the turnstiles
of the track or in the betting lines. These people are here for the horses!”

Michael Behrens had succinctly and brilliantly grasped the essence of what we hold
to be true. The horse is the essential element. The bond between horse and mankind is
the basis of our devotion to the sport and to the animal. It is why we give so much of
ourselves in service to these valiant retired competitors.

MyRacehorse honors not only the horse, but it celebrates and serves the wonderful
people who love racing. The great coming together of splendid humanity and magnifi-
cent Thoroughbred horses in spirited and respectful competition is what animates us.
It’s a most special feeling, better experienced than explained. It can be seen in the eyes
of MyRacehorse folks. The same is seen in the eyes of all those who love Old Friends.

Racing may have been called the Sport of Kings. But, it is not the Kings that make it
great. The countless lovers of the animal matter infinitely more than any monarch. And
good people will honor and love all the horses, the swift and the less swift. The people
of MyRacehorse and our Old Friends family are the good people. )Qg .0

Our New Old Friends - Remembering Little Silver Charm - Major Blue Has Landed - Our New “Iron Horse” Klaatu - Old Friends for Life




Meet Our Newest 0ld Friends

Old Friends retirees come from many circumstances with one
thing in common—your commitment has helped make the
dignified retirement they deserve a reality. These new
Old Friends are ready to begin the next chapter in their lives!

We are excited to introduce you to:

b. g. February 5, 2012
Flatter—Buttercup’s Song

36 Starts 6-5-3 $499,504

Arrived From: Nicole Riley

Stakes Won: Ft. Lauderdale Stakes (Gz2), Old Friends Stakes
(earning lifetime Old Friends retirement), Cliff Guilliams
Handicap.

MAJOR BLUE (5)

b. g. February 15, 2020
Flatter—Ire

[ 29 Starts 4-3-3 $375,091
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Arrived from: The Estate of
D. Wayne Lukas and Bob
and Ann Ghent

Photo © Mary Greene

Notable: The last horse of the stable of Hall-of-Fame trainer,
D. Wayne Lukas

KLAATU (11)

Dk. b. g. March 12, 2014
Classic Empire—Just Parker
114 Starts 15-16-9 $363,913

', - i\\i Arrived From: Jay Oringer
0 m_ San and Diamond Racehorse

Photo © Mary Greene Aftercare

Notable: A 10-year career racig in Ohio, Pennsylvania and
Delaware.

DEAN MARTINI (8)

b. g. February 22, 2017
Cairo Prince—Soundwave
44 Starts 5-7-8 $664,780

Arrived from: David A. Bernsen

Q‘: |
Photo © Mary Greene

Stakes Won: Ohio Derby (G3), Japan Turf Cup

EXAULTED (8)

B. g. February 15, 2017
Twirling Candy—Gilded Miracle
21 Starts 5-4-4 $682,170

Arrived From: CRK Stable

Stakes Won: Shoemaker Mile (G1), American Stakes (G3)

Old Friends Welcomes These Five
New Residents to Lifetime Retirement!

* Horse Racing’s Living History Museum -

Old Friends provides a dignified retirement to
Thoroughbreds whose racing and breeding
careers have come to an end. By promoting these
once celebrated horses through a campaign of
education and tourism, our goal is to raise
awareness of the importance of equine aftercare.

FrROM KENTUCKY DERBY WINNERS TO IRON HORSES
TOTAL HORSES: 498
EARNINGS: $333,336,347

100% SAFELY RETIRED

WINS: 3,415




In Memoriam

We have sadly said good-bye
to these wonderful Old

Friends. It was our privilege

to care for them.

Photos © Laura Battles
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Remembering Little Silver Charm

1987 (estimated) - 2025

How could a horse so small in stature be so larger than life?

o

Little Silver Charm Photos © Laura Battles

Thank you so much for all your heartfelt condolences concerning Little
Silver Charm's death. I know that those of you who had the good fortune
to meet him or even read his book, "A Charmed Life" as told to Diane
White, all have your cherished responses to his passing and we appreciate
so much you sharing them with us. - - Michael Blowen

El Gato Malo
2005-2025

Original Facebook post August 29, 2025: Some things seem like they
will last forever, and you just never expect there to be an end. Little
Silver Charm was one such everlasting little horse. A few weeks ago, we
mentioned that Special Ring was the last of the original horses to come
over to Dream Chase Farm in 2006. We kind of forgot that Little Silver
Charm was also in that group (although probably not included with the
original Thoroughbreds in the head count). This past Friday evening, the
very last surviving equine to originally arrive at Dream Chase Farm was
laid to rest in, of course, the Champions Cemetery at Old Friends.

Little Silver Charm was given a voice (and a rather snarky one at that)
by Diane White, who was one of his caretakers (notice I don’t say owners).
I think he called her his “ghost writer” at one point in time. He always had
an opinion on everything, and always said his piece in our annual maga-
zine as well as newsletters sent out to keep folks updated on what was
going on around the farm. He is even registered as an author with the
Library of Congress after “writing” his very own book several years ago.

Hallucmogmb
1997-2025

Eccellenza (CHI)
2001-2025

ﬂ Quiﬁdici Man
2006-2025

I have so many memories of this little horse and his adventures around the
farm. I have lost count of the number of times that Michael and Little Silver
Charm would burst into the middle of a tour and immediately win everyone
over. One afternoon, Michael took him over to meet Creator, who was curious
about the little horse. Little Silver Charm immediately presented his back end
to the big stallion.

Johannesburg Smile
2007-2025
[eleleleleleleleleleleelelelo]elelelo]elo]ele]

- - Continued on Page 4



- continued from page 3

One Easter Sunday evening, many years ago, |
found them wandering the farm, challenging the stal-
lions to races. Prized took him up and trounced him,
but he blamed his “jockey”, Michael, for the loss.

4 Swan’s Way was also willing to race, and his lazy trot
gave Little Silver Charm a chance to save face.

When big Silver Charm arrived at Old Friends on
December 1, 2014, hanging on Little Silver Charm’s
paddock was a poster welcoming him to the farm with
a note - “just remember I was here first!” [ remember
| stalking the two Charms through the spring until I
B finally got a photo of the two of them touching noses.
There were races with Touch Gold and many others
™ through the years, him and Michael and Diane

wandering down the tree-lined lane that leads up the hill to the farm, trips inside the house for his beloved ginger snaps
(and they had better be the good ones from Whole Foods), and even jumping little hurdles in the yard. He also loved to
kick a soccer ball when sent his way and had very good aim.

I remember when Eldaaafer arrived with his entourage of goats, Google and Yahoo. For a while, the goats shared Little
Silver Charms paddock part time. During that time, someone stomped on his soccer ball and flattened it. Someone else,
um, ate his pinup poster of Zenyatta that hung in the run-in shed. When he learned he was getting a new paddock of his
very own, Little Silver Charm requested a hot tub. That request was denied, but he did get a sign on his paddock that said,
“Goat Free Zone”.

It is going to be strange not to see his mischievous little self around the farm. Time marches on and waits for no horse,
even a very small and loved one like Little Silver Charm. Rest well Charmie, we will all be missing you for a long time to

come. - Laura Battles, Old Friends Photographer and Guide
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WMajor Blue Lands at Old Friends

In 2016, after arranging with our Thoroughbred friends in Japan to bring Kentucky Derby winner Charismatic home,
the chestnut star landed at Old Friends late on a Saturday night. The next morning, before dawn, his first two visitors
arrived—D. Wayne Lukas and his wife, Laurie. For several hours Wayne shared his stories about Charismatic with

a handful of us who were fortunate enough to bask in the shadows of the Hall-of-Fame trainer and his remarkable
athlete. I wasn’t lucky enough to serve an apprenticeship under Wayne. If I did, I'm certain Old Friends would have
grown faster and stronger much sooner. And, while he was approachable, I can’t claim him as a friend. But to see
him reunited with Charismatic when there was nothing at stake but their love, was a moment I'll never forget. And
for that, I am eternally grateful—Michael Blowen, Founder

We are so proud that Major Blue, the final
horse owned and trained by legendary Hall-of-
Fame trainer D. Wayne has joined our retirees
here at Old Friends.

It is evident to all that Major Blue was a special
horse to the Lukas family. According to wife
Laurie, “Major Blue was purchased in 2021 by
Wayne to form a partnership with Wayne and me
and longtime friends from Colorado, Bob and Ann
Ghent. He is named for Wayne’s grandson Brady
Lukas who is a major in the Air Force. Major Blue
has a huge heart and always gave his all in his
races and workouts. He was a barn favorite and
loved by his exercise riders, grooms, and jockeys.
Although not a famous big-name racehorse, he is
what racing is all about - the enjoyment and love
of the horse.”

Photo © Mary Greene

A soft landing for Major Blue at Old Friends!

Major Blue proved to be a very useful racehorse for
his connections with 10 top three finishes in 29 starts for
$375,001 in earnings. The son of Flatter took his owners to
the winner’s circle four times

You can support with his first victory coming at
MAJOR BLUE as a sponsor! Lukas'’s wi b Oakl
Your help goes a long way in ukas’s winter base, Oaklawn
providing the food, care, and | Park, when he broke his maid-
shelter that Major Blue needs | oy 4 the favorite. Making a
to thrive in retirement. )
Join Shares For Life Today! brief appearance on the Road
to the Kentucky Derby in the

Blue Grass S. (G1), he made two stakes starts in 2023 before

racing in the allowance and claiming ranks for the rest of | =" gac W
his career. Placing twice in 2025, he ended his career with Major Blue winning an allowance at

a fourth-place finish at Lukas’s beloved Churchill Downs Oaklawn Park on March 23, 2023.

two weeks before his trainer passed away. Photo © and reprinted courtesy Coady Photography

“Ultimately, so much of what we do at Old Friends involves celebrating the legacy of the greats,
both horse and human. The arrival of Major Blue is a perfect example. While living out a happy and
enjoyable retirement, Major Blue will also give us a platform to tell the incredible story of D. Wayne
Lukas and all he meant to our sport and industry to our thousands of visitors,” said John Nicholson,
President and CEO of Old Friends.

Laurie Lukas added, “We are extremely grateful that Old Friends has given our beloved Major Blue
a forever home!” And we are extremely honored to be the home for this cherished horse. Welcome
home, Major Blue!



Old Friends for Life

Because of you, every finish line can truly become a new beginning.

When the Old Friends Stakes debuted at Kentucky Downs in
2015, it introduced something the racing world had never seen
before — a stakes race with a built-in retirement guarantee. For
the first time, winning a race didn’t just bring a purse, a trophy,
and prestige — it brought a promise of lifelong care, no matter
what the future holds. The winner would become an Old Friend
for Life.

This concept was truly pioneering. It bridged two worlds that
had long been separate: the excitement of the racetrack and the
responsibility of aftercare. The Old Friends Stakes made aftercare
a reward — not just an obligation — and showed that compassion
could be part of competition.

The Old Friends Stakes (2015-19) was joined by the FTBOA
Silver Charm Stakes (Tampa Bay Downs; 2018-19), and the Old
Friends Purse (Pimlico Race Track; 2023-present) as Old Friends for
Life races.

Ten years after its creation, the concept is working exactly as
hoped. Past winners who used their lifetime retirement benefit
and now reside at Old Friends include Next Shares, Kalamos, Get
Western, Noble Drama and most recently Flatlined, who arrived in
February. All are now living their best retired lives, reminding us
that racing success can lead directly to lifelong care and security.

l |SERIES ]

SRR

Next Shares in the winner’s circle Get Western jumps a shadow on the wire
after the 2016 Old Friends Stakes to win the 2019 Old Friends Stakes

Waiting in the wings are reserved spots for Sir Dudley Digges,
Jackson, Be Better, Desvio and The Amazing Mizzen. We'll be here
if they should ever need us.

Your generosity makes this promise possible. Every gift helps us
provide lifelong sanctuary, daily care, and comfort to these remark-
able athletes who've given so much.

Thanks to your incredible support, the partnership between Old
Friends and the racing community continues to change lives—one
horse at a time.

Top to Bottom: Flatlined, Get Western,

Kalamos, Noble Drama, Next Shares. . . . .
Photos © Laura Battles Thank you for making “Retirement for Life” a reality!
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Life and Times on Dream Chase Farm
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Through the camera lenses of

it

Chocolate Mud
Autumn Lane

Laura Battles and Mary Greene
Shadow Cast
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The Pefivition of an “Irov Horse”? T+'s Klaatul

In early May of this year, a horse by the name of Klaatu came to our attention when his new owner
called to inquire about retirement. The more we found out about this horse, the more we became
convinced that we needed to find a place for him at Old Friends.

Turns out that Klaatu is one of those “Iron Horses” that racing
fans so much admire. Check out these stats:

e Klaatu is a Pennsylvania-bred, born in 2014.

e The 11-year-old raced from 2018-2025.

e Career record includes 114 starts, of which he won 15 races.
e Earned $363,913.

Over the course of his eight-year racing career, Klaatu had 18
different owners and 17 trainers. At one point, he was claimed in
five consecutive races. He raced mostly in Pennsylvania and Ohio
at Mahoning Valley, Parx Racing, Thistledown, and Penn National,
with a couple of starts at Delaware Park.

Early in 2025, Klaatu caught the attention of Diamond Racehorse
Aftercare’s Jay Oringer, who began keeping an eye on the old warrior,
waiting for the right opportunity. On May 8, 2025, Klaatu’s life
changed forever. That afternoon, he finished second in a $5,000
claiming race at Thistledown. Jay had arrangements in place to claim

" and retire him, and several days later, — : .
Wa"]gzoﬁil;pspgor;slg?am' Klaatu strolled onto a horse van and left Photo © Old Friends
Your help goes a long way the racetrack for the final time.

alr‘l‘ dpsrl‘l’;‘ti‘rnt%;}t‘gzgg; flzgeds Jay contacted Old Friends to ask about the possibility of retirement for
to thrive in retirement. Klaatu, and the rest is history. On September 16, Klaatu arrived at Old
Join Shares For Life Today! | Friends. We have found him to be a very sweet, kind, personable horse.

Klaatu is not the first “Iron Horse” to retire to Old Friends.
Mikethespike (126 starts), Catlaunch (108 starts), Zippy Chippy (100 starts), Wally Ballou (o1 starts) Mike
Man’s Gold (86 starts), and Nana’s Hope (80 starts) are just a handful of the retirees at Old Friends who
spent their careers grinding out starts and earning their retirement the hard way.

We proudly share that our retirees run the gamut from Kentucky Derby winners to “Iron Horses” and
everything in between. Every horse is deserving of a dignified and safe retirement. We are happy to say

J ' that Klaatu, in a paddock with new

friends Own Agenda, El Oh El and
Forte Dei Marmi, found his forever
# home at Old Friends.

Did You Know? The name
Klaatu originates from the 1951
science fiction film, “The Day the
Earth Stood Still”, where it is the
name of an alien ambassador. The
name is part of the famous phrase,
"Klaatu barada nikto," which the
character says to his robot, Gort,
to give a command. While the
phrase's exact meaning was never
officially translated by the film-
makers, it has become a famous
command in science fiction.



https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Day+the+Earth+Stood+Still&sca_esv=1d45c0bb98a20fb4&source=hp&ei=8wbsaI3UPPvBkPIPs5vKmQw&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaOwVBFv4aLswtFd6c6a8ESK0Ost4_ty0&ved=2ahUKEwjxrL7st5-QAxVYRDABHfkOL5sQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=what+does+the+name+klaa
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Day+the+Earth+Stood+Still&sca_esv=1d45c0bb98a20fb4&source=hp&ei=8wbsaI3UPPvBkPIPs5vKmQw&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaOwVBFv4aLswtFd6c6a8ESK0Ost4_ty0&ved=2ahUKEwjxrL7st5-QAxVYRDABHfkOL5sQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=what+does+the+name+klaa
https://www.google.com/search?q=Klaatu+barada+nikto&sca_esv=1d45c0bb98a20fb4&source=hp&ei=8wbsaI3UPPvBkPIPs5vKmQw&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaOwVBFv4aLswtFd6c6a8ESK0Ost4_ty0&ved=2ahUKEwjxrL7st5-QAxVYRDABHfkOL5sQgK4QegQIARAD&uact=5&oq=what+does+the+name+klaatu+mean%3F

I.

Tom S
q

TRNIA

Test Your Knowledge
of all things Old Friends!

Compiled by Senior Tour Guide, Tom Beatty

What Old Friends horse can claim a
victory over two-time Horse of the Year
Curlin?

a. Smooth Air

b. Any Given Saturday

c. I'll Have Another

d. El Brujo

What Old Friends horse had the largest
winning margin in the history of Del
Mar’s Eddie Read Stakes (G2)?

a. Special Ring

b. Marquetry

c. The Pizza Man

d. Little Mike

Which Old Friends retiree also ran in the
2008 Kentucky Derby (G1) won by Big
Brown?

a. Alpha

b. Mission Impazible

¢. Smooth Air

d. Bobby Sands

Which of our Old Friends retirees was
runner-up to Awesome Gem in the 2010
Hollywood Gold Cup (G1)?

a. Game on Dude

b. Rail Trip

¢. Warrior’s Reward

d. Quindici Man

Which Old Friends horses traded wins in
two successive Grade 1 turfraces in 2011?
a. Channel Maker and Red Knight
b. Chocolate Ride and Draxhall Woods
c. Ivan Fallunovalot and CZ Rocket
d. Little Mike and Big Blue Kitten

27
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2025 HayRaiser

i
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Thank you to everyone who gave to our
record-breaking 2025 HayRaiser!
Your generous donations helped us raise

$53,740.42

Introducing Old Friends Champion Bourbon
Limestone Heritage Distillery
has produced and made available to us
Champion Bourbon featuring
Kentucky Derby winners Silver Charm,
Big Brown and I'll Have Another.

Silver Charm, Big Brown and I’ll Have Another

How to Purchase Old Friends Champion

Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey

Old Friends Gift Shop Limestone Heritage Distilling
In-Person Sales In-Person, Phone and
9 am—3 pm Mon-Sat Online Orders
1 pm—3 pm Sun 197 Soards Road, Georgetown, KY
December-February closed Sat-Sun 8 am—4 pm Mon-Fri

Saturday b intment
Maximum purchase 3 bottles aturday by appotntien

(one bottle each horse)
$34.99 each plus Kentucky sales
and Georgetown, KY city taxes.

$34.99 each plus Kentucky sales
and Georgetown, KY city taxes.

No phone orders. Ifdistilling.com
Shipping not available. (859) 710-0573
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2025 Holiday Giving Tree /0%
This holiday season give your favorite Old Friends retiree a gift of:
Nutrition-Health-Wellness

Thanks to your unfailing generosity, we know we’ll be able to meet the needs of °
our more than 290 retirees now and in the months to come. Your support
ensures the safe, dignified retirement each of our retirees deserve.
Today more than ever, you make a world of difference to their world.

Wellness

Nutrition

EASYCARE EASYBOOTS (4/5)

ROUND HAY BALE
$65.00 $107.95
ALFALFA HAY BALE DENTAL VISIT FOR 1 HORSE
$40.00 $85.00
BAG SENIOR HORSE FEED FARRIER TRIMS FOR 5 HORSES
$23.60 $75.00
50# BAG OF CARROTS HEATED WATER BUCKET

$52.14 $66.76

AN

N )
Health

VETWRAP 3/PACK

Christmas Dinner
for the Herd

12.71
VETER[CY$N WOUND CARE CuUSTOM BLEND SENIOR FEED
$27.99 CARROTS
ULCERGARD TUBE AN EXTRA HELPING OF HAY
$54.99
ELASTICON 6/PACK $640.50
$70.99

Oldfriendsequine.org
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Clubhouse Annual Membership
Our Annual Membership program.
$200

2R

Oldriends

The Hoof Patrol
Support the hoof health of our retirees.
Annual Membership Levels
Bronze ($50) Silver ($125) Gold ($250)

&7

society

o . Old girlFriends Society
Support the great mares of Old Friends.
Lifetime Membership

Oz‘*y,,%

$100
Shares for Life VW] O riens
. #§ ¢ Horse Shares
Support your favorite 0% sl 10050
Old Friend! i SRR o
$150 (Gold) $100 (Silver)$50 (Bronze) | Ry e = §

Memory Lane: Brick by Brick
Create a lasting legacy in our
» Nikki Bacharach Memorial Garden.
§125/$225
www.oldfriendsequine.org/how-to-help/brick-by-brick/

Friend for All Seasons
Is monthly giving right for you?
Dignified retirement, a forever home,

a2z Al
a steadfast, reliable partnership. Y L{
Answer—YES! <l
Your $30
Annual Membership
Club 30 includes a set of
Old Friends commemorative cards
Ohoroughbred Retirement for each Old Friend

aged 30 and over.

More information at oldfriendsequine.org/how-to-help/

(€10t/8T/6)
AN [T pue (€10z/91/L)) uanry anig 8ig (p) S
duy ey (q) ¥
(yatr paystuLy) are yroows (2) €
(€ooz ‘syI8u9y §) Sury [ewads (e) T
(D) [euoneNIAY] [[9¥seH L00T) Aepinies usAl) Auy (q) T
SIomSUY PIAN]

1

How You Can Help Old Friends

On behalf of our more than 290 Old Friends retirees, thank you for considering a tax-deductible gift to
help provide for the care of these deserving Thoroughbred athletes. By supporting our mission, you will
help us expand our facility to benefit more horses, champions and unknowns alike. Whether you choose
a general use “where-most-needed” donation, or support a specific funding program, your donation will
have an immediate impact on our horses and the quality of their lives. However you choose to help,
thank you for caring about our horses!

Thank You for Supporting Our Horses!

Date:

Name:
Address:
City:

State: Zip:

Email Address:

SRR TR QAT IR S W TS TS BASR TR I W LS TS AR T

General Use / Where Most Needed Donation $

Clubhouse Annual Membership ($200)
Hoof Patrol $250 (Gold)
Old girlFriends Society ($100)

$125 (Silver) $50 (Bronze)

Shares for Life—Horse:
Benefits vary based on Level:

$150 (Gold) ($100) Silver ($50) Bronze
Gorgeous George ($25)

Friend for All Seasons Monthly Donor (credit card)
Indicate amount to be charged monthly $

Club 30 ($30)

Holiday Giving Tree $ ltem
$ Item
$ Item
$ ltem

AR TR QAN S W LI TS BASR TR QA I W Le S TS AR T i

Check enclosed | | Credit Card [ ]

Account number:

Expiration Date: CWV#

TOTAL $

Old Friends is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Your contribution is
tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. EIN 20-0049798

Old Friends, Inc. 1841 Paynes Depot Road, Georgetown, KY 40324
(502) 863-1775 < oldfriendsequine.org

11/2025
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1841 Paynes Depot Road
Georgetown, KY 40324

(502) 863-1775

Old Friends is a 501(c)3 non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to providing safe harbor
and dignified retirement to Thoroughbreds
whose racing and breeding careers have

come to an end.

The
back
Page
With

Michael
Blowen

I like it here on the back page. I know, I
used to be on the front page. President. But
it's much easier back here. It's like getting to
devour dessert without being forced to eat
the brussels sprouts first.

The pressure is off. I still get to feed Silver
Charm his Mrs. Pasture's crumbs and greet
visitors with an occasional tour, but I'm no
longer the star.

It's very gratifying reading John's message
on the front page. (That's where it is if you
didn't notice.) He's doing a great job leading
Old Friends into the bright future with new
concepts and fundraising so Old Friends can
provide retirement to a whole new generation
of deserving athletes. I don't have to drive the
bus. I just have to look out the window and
enjoy the scenery.

And, thanks to John, the view is getting
better every day. So give him a hand. We're
very fortunate to have him driving. When he
asks for support for his innovative ideas, give
it to him. Old Friends owes him a lot. And it
gives me time to drink a few more beers and
read the Daily Racing Form.

I'm happily back where I started. Not re-
tired or retiring but grateful for living with
the best old friends anyone could ever ask
for. Thank you.

2026 TOUR MENU

Our 2026 season opens on Friday, March 6.
Reservations Required for All Tours

GENERAL TOURS
9o-Minute Guided Tour - $30 Per Person

FOUNDER’S TOUR WITH MICHAEL
go-Minute Tour - $100 Per Person

TUESDAYS WITH JOHN
go-Minute Tour - $100 Per Person

PRIVATE TOURS
Custom Tour - $75 Per Person/Kids Free

EVERY HORSE ON THE FARM TOURS
Select Sundays - $150 Per Person

GROUP TOURS
Buses/Tour Companies/Large Groups
Year-Round - $12-15/Person

To Book:
www.oldfriendsequine.org/visit/

&b




